The Crowd in  Peace  and War

of human souls when they bend their whole forces in one
direction.

Where a crowd is to be organised to accomplish a fixed
and definite result through the employment of physical
force in the ultimate resort, there is no other type of organi-
sation so efficient as the military. This is why the organi-
sation of political parties approximates more and more
closely to the military form in proportion as party-aims
become definite and narrow, and the intention is to give
effect to them even by force if possible. Thus the Irish
Home Rule Party, which aimed at attaining one result,
and that simple, definite, and by all its adherents well
understood, before it had been long in existence came to
approximate to the military form under the able direction
of Mr. Parnell. In theory indeed the party elected its
leaders, but in practice the leader selected all the officials
of the party. In practice also the rank and file were under
severe discipline and disobeyed the orders of their leaders
at their own peril, even peril of life. No other such dis-
ciplined political party has in modern days existed in Great
Britain, nor has any ever had the efficiency or maintained
over so long a period the singleness of its aim. This was
because Mr. Parnell was not merely a crowd-compeller of
exceptional force, but because he likewise possessed in a
high degree the genius for crowd-organisation, and so im-
pressed his system upon the body of his supporters that,
even when he himself lost control, the party he had
shaped regained its equilibrium, like a disturbed gyroscope,
and continued to revolve about the axis he had fixed for it.
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